The National Herald, March 7, 2004.

Platon University: A Gift of the Greek-American Community to the World?
By E.G. Vallianatos

There are dozens of private universities in the United States educating Americans
and foreigners alike to high standards of excellence in the sciences and the humanities.
Harvard and Yale started as Christian seminaries, and evolved into the best universities of
the country. Protestant, Catholic and Jewish Americans had the foresight and wisdom
founding universities to serve both the country and their own interests.

It’s about time the Greek-American community think of its own long-term
survival by giving birth to Platon University as a concrete expression of its affinity to
both its Hellenic heritage and commitment to the secular and democratic ideals of
America. Platon was the genius of Hellenic civilization and the world’s greatest
philosopher. Naming a university after Platon is hoping, in time, to be the best university
in the world. This is not a matter of arrogance but prudent expectation from such a
university. So affluent Greek Americans ought to put their resources together in seeing
through such a project, which, if successful, would earn them immortality.

There should be no mixing this project up with any schemes of the Orthodox
Church for education. That church is only interested in its own mission, not in the well
being of Hellenism or the values of a democratic society. The patriarch, who appoints the
archbishop of the Orthodox Church in the United States, is a Turkish citizen who is
promoting the policies of Turkey. Moreover, and more fundamentally, Christianity has
been the worst enemy of Hellenism for the last 1,600 years. Emperor Theodosios brought
the Olympics to an end in 393. John Chrysostom, the fourth-century “golden-mouth”
church father of the Eastern Orthodox Church, hated the Greeks, particularly Platon. He
preached that tent makers and barbarians were better than Greek philosophers. The
Platonic Academy came into being in 387 BCE and lasted for about eight centuries until
529 CE when Emperor Justinian shut it down. Clerics were the enforcers of Turkish
slavery in Greece from 1453 to 1821. Christianity remains an enemy of Hellenism to this
day. It is irresponsible to think that Orthodoxy and Hellenism can work together.

The purpose of Platon University in the United States would be to spark another
Renaissance, inspire the American people with enough passion to read the Greek texts
that made the West what it is today. This is critical because for reasons of therapeutics,
multiculturalism, cultural studies, and other trivial philological pursuits, the classicist
establishment, which teaches ancient Greek in the United States, is “killing” Homeros
and the Greeks. The anti-Greek classical scholars preach, like Chrysostom and the other
church fathers, that the Greeks stole everything they did from the peoples of Asia and
Africa. Platon University can reverse such a dangerous trend with teaching, research, and
publishing that bring to light the life-saving ideas and ideals of the Greeks.

Second, Platon University will use Hellenic wisdom for an understanding and
solution of the critical problems facing the United States and the world. We live at a time
where the two monotheistic religions, Christianity and Islam, are getting ready to push
humanity into another dark age. Hellenic culture is the only antidote to the fanaticism and
intolerance of militant monotheism. Greek polytheism treats people with respect. The
Greek Muses, daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne, inspired Homeros in his singing of the
most beautiful and perfect epic the world has ever heard and read. The Greek gods



underpinned the Greek miracle — all that the Greeks contributed to philosophy, science,
art, literature, theater, and democracy.

Platon addressed the pressing issues of his time, those of governing a polis justly,
and helping a human being become beautiful and good. Platon, and his teacher, Sokrates,
used philosophy as an insight into the whole of truth and all affairs, domestic and foreign.
Platon University would build on the extraordinary legacy of Platon to inject philosophy
into world affairs and train students with the knowledge and intellect to love and face the
truth and moral integrity. Our country and the world would benefit from bringing logical
analysis and clear thinking to the study of reality in all its complexity and wholeness. At
the same time, the United States and the world ought to benefit from a standard of virtue,
an ethical principle, of how things should be. The existence of nuclear bombs,
abominable practices against nature, which are digging the grave of humanity, genetic
engineering, and enemies making themselves bombs to kill Americans provide examples
where a daring university could make a difference in reintroducing civilization to our
barbarous age.

Finally, Platon University would be a gift of the Greeks living in the United States
to America, Greece, and the world. It would signify that Greek Americans are mature
enough to abandon the colonialism of Christianity and return to their roots — Hellenic
culture, which was the culture of Thomas Jefferson. He was a lover of Greek wisdom and
a critic of Christianity. His gift was the separation of church and state in America.

Hellenic culture remains the guiding light of the most intelligent people on earth.
Fighting for their rights, including their right to remain Greek, Americans of Greek
origins are assuring their survival, helping at the same time, their adopted home, the
United States, to return to its Hellenic beginnings. Platon University would be an ideal
instrument to move all of us in that direction.
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